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Bus and coach registrations beat expectations
· Registration volume stable for big buses; some modest growth potential possible.

· Big coach registrations also stable at an unexpectedly high level. 

· The recent years’ trend growth for heavier mini buses and midi buses has remained firm.
“2008 continues some of the encouraging trends of last year but the industry is wary of economic pit-falls ahead”, said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.   “The lighter end of the bus market has seen the best growth in recent years and this seems to be holding.   Stability also seems the watchword in both the big bus and big coach sectors, after unexpectedly good registrations last year.”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2003 to February 2008
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight & type.
Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 13.1% since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Total combined waste to landfill down by more than half, from 80,399 tonnes in 2000 to 39,862 tonnes in 2006.  For more details, download SMMT's eighth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
February 2008 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2008

	
	January
	% change*
	 YTD 2008
	% change*
	RYT 2008
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	757
	28.7%
	1579
	25.2%
	12,559
	8.1%

	Buses above 8.5t
	267
	64.8%
	454
	35.5%
	2,516
	- 12.2%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	132
	-34.7%
	382
	4.7%
	3,992
	- 13.2%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	264
	46.7%
	608
	26.1%
	4,852
	55.3%

	8.5 – 16t
	35
	-46.2%
	90
	-40.8%
	1,038
	- 15.7%

	16t +
	79
	17.9%
	162
	25.6%
	733
	- 10.2%

	Single-deck buses total
	510
	-0.8%
	1242
	10.1%
	10615
	8.6%

	16t + double-deck buses
	153
	410.0%
	202
	274.1%
	745
	- 8.7%

	All buses
	663
	21.9%
	1444
	22.2%
	11,360
	7.3%

	All coaches
	94
	113.6%
	135
	70.9%
	1,199
	16.7%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	1
	- 83.3%
	4
	- 71.4%
	92
	- 36.6%

	Coaches 16t+
	93
	144.7%
	131
	101.5%
	1,107
	25.5%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date

RYT: Rolling year total
Although Optare show only one registration in the MVRIS totals for February, there are 50 more registrations waiting for inclusion in the MVRIS database.   They will bring the Optare total to 81 for the year to date.   These registrations will be counted in the month where all the required information is available.   Some processing delays have occurred, but the data will be up to date by the end of the first quarter.

Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2003 to 2008
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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